smail solar powered gevi
like these will help fuel & solar
~ revolution for people who
don't have eleclricity on the
reservation. They hope 0
eventually install soiar paneis
on the many housaes that are
not connected to the grid.
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Gallup, said. Location; terram
soil composition and dlrectron

:} are all factored in. He was

g unable-to confirm the cost of

' whrle longer for a refrigerator;
- but at least they can look for-
~ ward to electric lighting. -

idence, but said the $16,000

| figure might be accuﬁ P
: Martln ged: vlsrt to

fied

e

' “Thrs farmly ‘1s a pnonty

' because of the kids,” explamed
1 Community Health Resource
- Coordinator Anita David. ~ ~
- “They need a fridge.” * »

‘They may have to wait a

‘“Start small and do some- -

_thing basic,” advised Doug Vil-
+ -sack of Denver.

 Fifteen people gathered later
“ that day at the chapter house to
. hear Martinez and Vilsack: . -

explain the Navajo Solar Light

' Project. It’s a modest start to’ an’
" ambitious effort to electrify .

homes offthe grid and possibly :
~'--bring. energy independence to ”
- "the Navajo Nation. ;

Portable solar panels small

eriough to hang in'a window,
can generate enough e1ectnc1ty )
“to.run a lamp for up to four

hours, Vilsack said, That may

" not sound like much; but it
. . eliminates the need to use a
“kerosene lantern or candles to
- provide enough illumination to
. read or do homework. The

cost, depending upon the sys-

tem, will range from $20'to . . .
. $50. Plus, electricity is safer

thian candles and healthier than
breathing kerosene ﬁunes Vil-
sack'added. g

Ella Kasuse is connected to
the power grid but looks for-.
ward to the day when she can

" . reduce her electric bill, which

: . . can run up-to $272 a month, .
" she told Vilsack.

running a line to the Largo res- - - first step.
‘comment about a first step,: *
- Chapter Secretary Virginia |
. Yazzie said she thought the -

m the chapter house . meeting was to discuss a pilot .

ﬁ'om Dehver Who- ~ to'move to “Step 10.” -

- can be manufactured locally
- and installed and serviced by
- Navajo technicians. ‘

- .affordable to everyhome

‘Dénver law firm, is on a sab--.
- batical to promote his pass1on

lighting to Native peoples
- phant Energy. He was msprred'

_ to do'this several years ago -
..while living in'Namibia. It -

. “This 1sn’t going to run a‘ :
- refrigerator,” Vilsack said, !

holding up a solar panel that

- folds tightly like a road’ atlas

“but at least it’s a start.’ It’s a

. Respondlng to Vrlsack’ e

project and is definitely ready

Mattinez envisions a day

" when more-powerful solar sys-
_tems can provide all the juice
. needed to run refngerators
' _.TVs ‘computers, and to pump

water, Ideally, these systems. -

“We want to brmg this to

: ’,people at a low price, ”vhe said.

Navajo Nation Vice Presi-

“dent Ben Shelly, who attended

the informational meetmgt goes
ever further. e

“We want to make, electncr- o
 ty and market it,” Shelly said
- after the meeting. His goal, if. -

elected president in November

. is 'to establish solar and wind -

farms throughout the Navajo
Nation and to make pertable -
solar systems available-and’

“It’s a win-win sify
I’'m going to pursue v
prornrsed

“Council Delegate Edmund

tron e

Yazzie also hked what he heard
at the meeting. = s

“It sounds promrsmg,” he
said afterward. “We’ve got to
start somewhere.” . »

Vilsack, an attorrjey w1th a-

for bringing safe, mexpenswe

through a nonprofit) orgamza

"open pit uranlum mine and -

* from uraniuin and coal minin;
. “We have to find some kmd':.
“ of alternatrve energy than ura-
: 'mum » he: sa1d

.A numbers game

- -expanded to desk lamps and
~ hanging lights. He travels at his -
* own expense, w1th his parl:ner :
. in the enterpris¢ — Christian
" Alexander. Alexander is a-stii- -
- dent at the University of Col~:
- orado Law School. They ¢on- -
" nected with Martinez last April
' in Denver, during a conference -

on alternative energy for

Native American tribes, spon- .
sored by the U.S. Department .
... of Energy.

* Martinez has been promot-

also part1ally covers his
expenses, is left at each chapter

' house for further inspectiqn by
: res1dents and possrble later -

purchase.-

. “The reason that I do thrs s
it makes-a lot of sense,” > he
' sa1d

Martlnez has hlS own rea-

- sons.-

- As dnector of an orgamza

o tron called Eastern Navajo Ura- .
_ ‘» . nium-Workers, he is dedicated
... to ridding his nation of both

worked briefly as a truck’ dr1v-
er, hauling uranium ore. He is: -
well aware of the negative:.
unpact on the environment

tion he is involved Wlth Ele- LRractly

began there with solar-powered

" flashlights and has igradually

. homes but concedes that no
one really knows for certain.
' He also estimates that there are

" chapter officials cannot con-

“they say for certain even how K
* many people live within chap- * ‘

. are 1,044 registered voters,

dinator Kathy Lee.

. around the chapter house,
‘which includes a Head Start:
ing ‘the ‘concept for the past two' -
. years and acquiring resolutions
" of support from all the nat10n s
“chapter houses. Prior to. the -~
" Thoreau visit, they had made
*_ presentations at Pinedale, Baca .
‘and Mariano Lake. The tech-
‘nology, purchased by Vilsack
through a $4,500.grant, which -

" up-an electric bill of $3,000 a ,__’.'jf -

. pinned down for the project t
_"go much further, Vilsack said

= needs to be collected,” hé told |

- contact w1th Martinéz.

from Dilkon, Ariz., for the
* meeting was worth it for Anna

- choose to live in-areas-without -
-electricity instead of settling in

300 homes in the Thoreau
Chapter without electricity, but -

firin that number. Neither can -

ter boundaries, although there N
accordmg to Community. Coor-'" !

. Lee and Anita David point
out that the building complex ' -

B

school, senior center and an
incident command center, runs

month. A solar setup would

" greatly impact the chapter’s = |
“budget. They are solidly: behmd

Martinez’s program, even -

- though what is needed may be N

far down the road.
These riumbers must be.’

“I think more information’

the gathering. “And péople

- need to be more pushy (about

articulating their. needs).”
Vilsack and Alexander

‘ended the1r v1srt .m Window .-

The three-hour drive over "

Frazier, like Martinez a mem
ber of Dine CARE. .

" “Qur goal'is to trans1tron thej:
Nava_lo Nation to renewable 3"
energy, ”.she said. “Coal is o
gomg to be around'forever.”

* Asked 'why so many Navajo ]

electrified communifies; she .
'said, “There’s an attachment to,
the land. We’ve always lived
thete ... and we have tolive -
within our chapter boundaries.

David also commented on

 the question, saying: “People . -
- used to choose to 11ve that way,
" but not: any more.”

e



